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The Debate Persists

• Kroenig working paper: nuclear armed states 
initiate crises more often

– Conditional on crisis, they also lose more often

– But they are more likely to force concessions 
overall



Problem of Redundancy Problem

• If the problem is that one system might 
malfunction or there will be agency slack, why 
not solve the problem with redundancy?

• Diffusion of responsibility
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War Inference Problem

• The number of wars featuring nuclear states 
on opposite sides is extremely small

• Estimates therefore sensitive to coding rules


